
Open letter from MUSE International

Anne Marie Guerrettaz (USA/Mexico), Marcus Grandon (Japan/UK), Adon Berwick 
(Australia), Corinne Mathieu (USA), Siwon Lee (USA), Adam Murray (Japan), 
Mostafa Pourhaji (Iran)

This letter, in tandem with the article;  ‘Materials use and development: Synergetic
processes and research prospects’ in Folio issue 18.2, is the first joint publication of a
burgeoning  research  group  known  as  MUSE  International  (Materials  Use  in
Language Classrooms: An International Research Group). In this letter, we introduce
MUSE International to MATSDA and the Folio readership with the goal of building
intellectual  and  professional  bridges  between  these  two  organizations  that  are
dedicated  to  understanding  one  of  the  most  essential  elements  of  language
classrooms, materials.

While  the  past  two decades  have  yielded  a  wealth  of  research  on the  content  of
language  teaching  materials  and  their  development,  materials  use  in  language
classrooms is  less well  understood.  Language teaching materials  use refers to the
ways  that  language  teachers  and  learners  deploy  and  interact  with  professionally
produced  and  teacher  created  materials  (e.g.,  textbooks,  physical  and  digital
resources) in classrooms. Our mission is to understand how materials  are actually
used in classrooms by addressing this critical gap in the research literature. 

WHO ARE WE?
MUSE International members include researchers, language teachers, and materials
writers interested in the intended and unintended impacts of instructional materials on
classroom language teaching and learning. MUSE International was founded in 2014
to support the work of novice and experienced researchers. We currently have twelve
members  and  three  distinguished  advisors  working  or  studying  in  six  different
countries. 

WHAT DO WE DO?
The ongoing activities of MUSE International include:
-Presentations of/conversations about members’ research projects
-Collaboration on conference presentations, group publications, and multi-researcher
grants
-Reading  group  discussions  about  publications  related  to  language  classroom
materials use
-Networking
-Video conference meetings every one to two months to facilitate these activities 

We are honored to work with three advisory board members who are leading scholars
in the fields of applied linguistics and language education: Professor Heidi Byrnes,



Professor Elaine Tarone, and Professor Brian Tomlinson.

INVITATION
MUSE International fosters academic community and is expanding the network of
scholars researching language teaching materials use. We have grown a great deal
over the past two years, and our impact on the field is also increasing. We hope that
this  letter  and the following article  serve not only as a public  introduction of our
group but as a heartfelt welcome to other researchers to join us in our quest to better
understand one of the most crucial elements of language classrooms worldwide.

CONTACT INFORMATION
The current website for the group is MUSEInternational.WordPress.com
Email MaterialsUse@gmail.com or a.m.guerrettaz@wsu.edu  
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